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Monthly Statistics
Average Attendance: 120

Tithes: $8,346.31  General Fund Balance: $5,195.20

Mark Your 
	 Calendars!

www.centralcares.org

“My Fresh Start” Class
Sundays through Feb. 12 (Following worship)

Pastor Ryan is teaching us the basics of Christianity.  
($5/person + daycare prov.) 

Men’s Super Bowl Fellowship
Sun., Feb. 5, 4:30 p.m.

Only $10/ea. for a great evening of football, food & fun!

Valentine’s Dinner
Sun., Feb. 12, 5 p.m.

Just $30/couple for a special evening at Central.  
Buy your tickets during the next 2 Sundays.

Hello Central!  The other day I was looking through some 
ads and saw one for a church claiming to be “alive.”  So I 
started thinking “what is it that makes a church ‘alive’”?  
Here are some things I came up with:

1.	  When the Church embraces the Gospel.  When the 
Gospel is the main agenda instead of some ridiculous 
issue that happens to be the current cultural fad.

2.	When the church is seeing lives changed.  It’s an 
amazing thing when dead people are being brought to 
life within a church, knowing church cannot remain 
on life support.  Here is what I know for sure, changed 
lives change a community.

3.	When the Church welcomes the Presence of 
God. Actually, when the presence of God becomes 
undeniable!!!

4.	When we come to church EXPECTING to see Daddy!
5.	 When we come to church and worship with all we 

are.  What I mean by this is when the goal isn’t to see 
how little of the song we can sing but rather to sing 
with everything we are.  

6.	When we as a Church can give without caring.  
The church comes alive and God is honored when 
Christians don’t just trust Him with what they can’t 
see…but are willing to trust Him with what they can 
see.

7.	 When the Church begins to serve.  It’s amazing what 
happens when believers are unleashed to serve Christ 
by using their spiritual gifts rather than depending on 
the “paid professionals” to do it all.

8.	When we as a Church begin to show our dedication.  
What would happen if people in the church were way 
more passionate about pursuing Christ daily rather 
than showing up on Sunday and getting a gold star on 
their chart.

9.	 When, as a Church, we begin to make it personal.  
When people in the church begin to accept 
responsibility for where they are in their own spiritual 
journey. And, once they see it, are willing to do 
something about it.

10. When people in the Church are desperate. When 
people are desperate for Jesus to show up and make 
Himself known in their lives and in the church

11. When Church leaders fear God more than they fear 
man.  Churches that are alive have leaders who know 
that God called them and will take care of them and 
because of that, they refuse to let the threat of not 
getting a paycheck stop them from doing what God 
has called them to do.

Pastor Ryan’s Random Thoughts

Continued on page 4

Jan 1 - 27, 12

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

INCOME FROM CONTRIBUTIONS 8,821.31

Total Income 8,821.31

Expense
BUILDING FUND TRANSFER 7,000.00
FELLOWSHIP 12.71
Miscellaneous 200.00
Office Supplies 27.50
Payroll Expenses 1,600.00
Supplies 116.57
Utilities 619.46

Total Expense 9,576.24

Net Ordinary Income -754.93

Other Income/Expense
Other Expense

Other Expenses 342.87

Total Other Expense 342.87

Net Other Income -342.87

Net Income -1,097.80

3:11 PM CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF CARROLL
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*Obviously, the data doesn’t include 1/29/12 numbers
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Men’s Happenings

by  Darrin Kozak
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been lectured by well 

meaning family members and friends that it is wrong for us 
to enjoy worship.  (Not their exact words.  My translation.)  
Contemporary music is wrong.  Must be hymns.  Cannot 
use drums in worship.  Cannot use any songs that use the 
words “me and I” as that puts too much focus on us and not 
enough on God.  etc. etc.  I have always argued that “long 
faced” worship is a forced worship and therefore not a true 
worship.  Let me clarify.  We are commanded to praise Him 
simply because he is God.  But that is not where it ends.  In 
fact I believe we are not only short changing ourselves if we 
stop there, but we are also short changing God. 

C. S. Lewis points out in his book Reflections on the Psalms, 
“all enjoyment spontaneously flows into praise”. Lovers 
praise their beloved, readers praise their favorite book, 
food-lovers their dish of choice.   You see, we love to praise 
the things we enjoy because praise is not just the expression 
of that joy, but also the completion of it. Our praise for God 

Reminders

Our Building
Jan. Building Giving:  

$140.00
Building Balance:  

$370.74

2012 Building PROJECTS:
Building Projects 	 Priority
2nd Floor Women’s Restroom................ $5,000.00...............1
NW Upstairs Youth Room....................... $5,000.00...............2
NE Upstairs Youth Room......................... $5,000.00...............3
Kitchen Flooring........................................ $500.00..................4

1/3 done
STARTED

DONE!

Need to invest some $$?
Church Development Fund provides 
financing for churches like Central. 

Go to www.cdfonline.org to learn more.

Courageous Movie Showing!
Sat., March 3 • 8 a.m. 

Don’t miss this great movie for dads. Time well spent!

must overflow out of our joy in God. To praise God is to 
enjoy Him to the fullest. 

Why do we insist on being divided on issues of personal 
opinion and preference?  Why do some insist on limiting 
God and limiting our worship and service of God?  Besides, 
what can we actually give to God?  In the ancient Jewish 
rituals, the miracle and the beauty of the sacrifice was not 
the offering the people gave to God, but the one He gave to 
them. He had made a way for them to come and meet with 
Him. 

“Then I will go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and 
my delight. I will praise you with the harp, O God, my 
God.” (Psalm 43:4) As we offer our lives to Him, He gives 
Himself to us-for us to enjoy; and it is that joy in Him that 
erupts in praise of our awesome and beautiful God. It is in 
fully enjoying God that we glorify Him the most. The life of 
praise is one saturated with joy in God. 

Full Armor
Campaign

the

There has been nearly 80% participation in this campaign 
by regular attenders. Thank you so much for sacrificing 

financially to help cover Pastor Ryan’s salary! 
If you haven’t pledged the campaign yet, please see Misty on 

Sunday mornings or call her at 830-2833.

They’re coming back!
Cloverton will make a return 

trip to Central  

Wed., April 11
Mark your calendars!

Sat., March 24, 10 a.m.
Pastor Ryan will lead a 3-hour seminar on effective 

sharing of your faith. Lunch provided; $10 for materials.

Evangelism Academy
Sat., April 7, 1 p.m.

Time to start thinking about our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt!! Please see Misty if you’d like to help.

Central Easter Egg Hunt
Just announced! Mark your calendars...

http://www.cdfonline.org/simple
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Women’s Calendar

Children’s Corner
Children’s worship:  Please contact the Rydl’s if you have 
any questions or would like to teach. 
3-5 yr. olds:  If you are interested in being a helper for this 
class,  please let us know and we will give you more informa-
tion. Please remember this group starts at 10 a.m.

• Thursday Night Study:  Thursdays,  
7:00 p.m. Wrapping up current study. Contact 
Stacey 714-362-6022 w/?s. (Taking a break fol-

lowing this study until spring.)
• Tuesday Noon Study: Tuesdays, Noon. We’re studying 
the Nooma series starting Feb. 7. Contact Virlee for more 
information - 830-6313 or virlee@sklenar.com.
• Tuesday Night Women’s Bible Study:  Tuesdays,  
6:30 p.m. (A new study starts soon!) For more info, please 
contact Kim Wilkie: wadekimwilkie@gmail.com or 792-1147.
• Women’s Morning Out:  Sat., Feb. 18, 8 a.m. @ Mac’s. 
Please let Stacey know if you can attend - 714-362-6022.

Annual|Dream Team 
Meeting  

Sun., Nov. 13, Following Worship
Please plan to attend. (Sign up at church) 

Free-will offering for lunch.

Sun., Feb. 5, 4:30 p.m.
You won’t want to miss it! Great food, fellowship & fun! 

Only $10/person at the door! A great opportunity to invite 
your unchurched buddies to a Central event. Plus, a great 

halftime presentation of “Men of Character” featuring 
several NFL players!

Sun., Feb. 12, 5 p.m.
$30/couple with financial aid if nec. Please sign up 

and purchase tickets the next 2 Sundays. Another great 
opportunity to invite your unchurched friends to a 

Central event. The Newlywed Game winner gets a night at 
a bed & breakfast!  

(Childcare available for ages preschool-5th grade)

Wed., Feb. 8, 8:15 p.m.
Central is kicking off our new prayer meetings on 

Wednesdays! Plan to come to church for a time of prayer.

Sun., Feb. 19
If you haven’t been immersed and desire to, please see 

Pastor Ryan or a leader.

Volunteers Needed
Central has a need for people in the following areas:

• Nursery • 3-5 Yr. Old Class Teachers • K-5th Teachers
Please see one of the WELL leaders to volunteer!

Let’s get to know... The Hill Family
by Angie Baack

Hi, we are Dave & Lori Hill. Dave works at Hy-Vee as 
the Kitchen Manager and also drives school bus for CCSD. 
I work at American Home Shield where I get to work from 
my home office. You all know our youngest daughter, 
Chloe, who is 16 and a sophomore in high school. Dave 
and I have 3 other daughters, Erin is 36 and is married to 
Rod, they have 4 kids - Colton, Lincoln, McKennon & River. 
Jamie is 33 and is married to Chris, they have 3  girls - Julia, 
Alice & Daisy. Liz is 27 and is married to Jesse, they have 
1 baby boy, Karter. Yes that is right, Dave and I have a total 
of 8 grandchildren and love it! We like to get together with 
the kids and grandkids as much as possible. We spend lots 
of time in Iowa City due to some health issues Chloe has, so 
that gives us lots of time with Liz, Jesse and Karter. We are 
huge Hawkeyes fans. Our 3 oldest daughters are all nurses 
but work in different medical fields. 

We have attended Central since Dec. of 2009 when Dave 
was asked to play in the band. We were both skepical, but 
once we attended our first service we knew we had found 
our church family. Chloe has upcoming stomach surgery 
on Feb. 17th in Iowa City, please keep her in your prayers 
for a success outcome and speedy recovery. 

~Dave, Lori & Chloe

My

CLASS

Jan. 29, Feb. 5 & 12

Men’s Super Bowl Fellowship!

Valentine’s Dinner

Wednesday Night Warriors

Baptism Sunday

New Sermon Series 
Starting Feb. 5

“What should I be doing to grow 
closer to Christ?” That’s a pretty 
popular question in today’s Church, 
and one that should be able to be 
found by looking at what the in-
dividual church values.  Our core 
values drive everything we do here 
at Central. During this series, we’ll 
tackle tough issues and see how 
evangelism, serving, community, commitment and change 
are essential to the Christian life! 

Pastor Ryan leads this new 
class. There are 3 weeks left  
	 and is open to everyone -- new 
or “mature” believers. Please 

bring $5 for materials. Daycare provided.

YOU
ME
WANT

TO
DO

WHAT?

?

mailto:virlee@sklenar.com
mailto:wkwilkie%40mchsi.com?subject=Hi%20Kim%20--%20I%27m%20interested%20in%20the%20beginner%27s%20Bible%20study
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WEDNESDAYS: Doors open at 6:30, meeting starts at 6:45
Meeting until 8:15. Watch bulletin/Facebook for updates.

ACQUIRE THE FIRE!
AtF will be held in Council Bluffs – May 11-12, 2012.

Please sign up for tickets -- only 6 available!
Mark Your Calendar: Feb. 25 – FUN DAY! Stay tuned...

Youth Group Info-station

Please contribute to our 
can drive to raise funds 

for the youth group. 
Over $1,250 has been 

given to the drive!! 
(Drop cans/bottles --  
no water/juice bottles 

please --  
to 1615 N. Adams St.)

Let’s get to know... the Kozak Family
by Angie Baack

Please introduce your family to us (ex: where do you 
live, how many and ages of family members, occupations, 
etc).

Kathy, Katie and I live in Glidden.  We have three 
daughters.  Erica and Alison will be 21 at the end of 
February.  They are currently working at the Carroll Day 
Care Center with plans to return to school next August.  
They will be attending DMACC in Carroll –studying to be 
teachers.  Katie is a Senior at Glidden/Ralston with plans to 
start school at AIB next August.

Kathy works with special needs students at Glidden 
Ralston school.

My day job is as an HVAC Purchasing Agent at AHS in 
Carroll, but you all know me as the praise team leader here 
at Central.

Tell us about your family hobbies and activities that 
you are involved in.

When time allows I like to paint. Kathy enjoys sewing. 
Katie is involved in lots of activities in high school.

How long have you attended Central? What brought 
you here?

We have been members of Central since March of 2000.
Friends invited us to Central and the rest is history.

FEBRuary Serving Schedule

Please contact  Jon S. to volunteer at Central! 792-3549 or cyclone93@mchsi.com

12. When the church 
promotes excellence.  
When a church strives 
for excellence in all they 
do, the people will be 
willing to give their 
very best effort to honor 
the God who saved 
them.

13. When the Church uses 
technology! Churches 
that are “alive” are 
embracing it and not 
fighting it! I really find 
it humorous and sad 

that there are churches 
who say that using 
Social Media, Video 
Cameras, Lights and 
Video Clips are “not 
in the Bible,” yet those 
same churches use 
air conditioners and 
heaters and have indoor 
restrooms…which are 
not in the Bible either!!

I am praying that Central 
Christian Church is always 
a church fully “alive”!!!
~Pastor Ryan

Continued from page 1

February 5th
Scripture Reading: Lori Hill
Serving Communion: Anthony & Patricia 

Clayton, Grant & Alex
Children’s Worship: 3-5 yrs: Angela N./K-5: 

John & Virlee Sklenar
Nursery: Tammera Sampson	

Greeters: Angela Noble & Russ Funke
Central Café: Tina Boell	

Church cleaning (5th– 11th): Sampson’s
February 12th

Scripture Reading: Jon Sampson
Serving Communion: Wilkie’s & Haberl’s
Children’s Worship: 3-5 yrs: Jody 

Caughey/K-5: John & Virlee Sklenar

Nursery: Stephanie A.	
Greeters: Lori H. & Chloe

Central Café: Patricia Clayton	
Church cleaning (12th– 18th): Please sign up

February 19th
Scripture Reading: Chris Baack
Serving Communion: Mitch & Amy R., Tim 

& Raejean L.
Children’s Worship: 3-5 yrs: Jordyn L. & 

Nate S./K-5: John & Virlee Sklenar
Nursery: Katelynn K.	

Greeters: Lambert’s
Central Café: Wilkie’s	

Church cleaning (19th– 25th): Please sign up
 

February 26th
Scripture Reading: Kim Lambert
Serving Communion: Hill’s & Rydl’s
Children’s Worship: 3-5 yrs: Katelynn K. & 

Brenna S../K-5: John & Virlee Sklenar
Nursery: Tosha Tassell	

Greeters: Donna Cattermole
Central Café: Bream’s	

Church cleaning (26th– 3rd): Please sign up

Sermon Archives
 www.centralcares.org/gallery

If you’ve missed a Sunday, head to 
our website to find Pastor Ryan’s 

previous sermons!

mailto:cyclone93@mchsi.com
http://www.centralcares.org/gallery.php

